
 

Sideline Behaviour Policy – Spectators  

Highfields   Football Club is committed to providing a safe, respectful and positive 

environment for all players, coaches, match officials and spectators. This policy outlines 

expected behaviour from spectators during training sessions and matches. 

Purpose 

● Promote a positive sporting environment for children and young people. 

● Ensure players can enjoy football without fear of intimidation or abuse. 

● Support match officials, coaches and volunteers. 

Expected Behaviour 

● Encourage players and show respect for both teams. 

● Have fun and be a positive part of the atmosphere. 

● Remain behind the sideline and within the designated spectator area. 

● Show respect to match officials and ground officials. 

● Use positive and supportive language. 

● Allow coaches to coach and referees to officiate. 

● Celebrate the spirit of the game 

● Respect the facilities home and away. 

● Applaud good play and sportsmanship. 

● Encourage fair play and high standards of behaviour. 

● Don’t tolerate offensive, insulting or abusive behaviour. 

 

 

 

Unacceptable Behaviour 



● Criticising players from either team. 

● Using offensive, insulting or abusive language and/or gestures towards players, 

coaches, team officials, match officials, ground officials or spectators. 

● Using discriminatory, homophobic, racist, religious, ethnic or sexist language and/or 

gestures towards players, coaches, team officials, match officials, ground officials or 

spectators. 

● Failing to abide by or comply with the direction of a Match Officials. 

● Threatening to use physical violence towards players, coaches, team officials, match 

officials, ground officials or spectators. 

● Damaging or stealing property. 

● Disputing a decision of a match official.. 

● Entering the field of play without permission. 

 

Sideline Guidelines 

● Spectators must remain in designated spectator areas. 

● Only coaches, team officials and players registered in that team are permitted in the 

technical areas. 

● Spectators must not provide tactical instructions to players during matches. 

Consequences for Breaches 

● Warning from a match official or ground official. 

● Removal from the sideline or spectator area. 

● Referral to the club committee for further action. 

● Possible suspension from attending matches. 

● NB: The police may be contacted if required. 

Commitment to Child Safety 

● The club prioritises the safety and wellbeing of children. 

● Behaviour that intimidates, embarrasses or harms young players will not be tolerated. 
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